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Bobcat Bits 

H E M I N G F O R D  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  

May 2018 

THANK YOU ALL 
 
A smile on our faces and hearts full of thanks is just about as good as life gets. I 
feel blessed, as does Mrs. Ningen, about our time in the Hemingford Schools. 
What a powerful sense of purpose our faculty has had over the years, and what 
a strong support system we are blessed with here – from our parents and pa-
trons. We are also excited about the energetic folks that will soon be taking our 
places. 
 
In the good old days, a person would either put down roots, or continue to live 
where they were born and raised. In many places that is no longer true. The 
pace of life – in the world, in Washington, and even in Lincoln and Omaha can 
be sometimes be too fast. What make Hemingford and all of the local country 
that surrounds Hemingford special is that here the “good old days” are still 
happening. 
 
We have such good kids – and such good families. There are so many acts of 
kindness and so much sharing that continues to take place here. Even when 
there are times that kids are in trouble or a family has had a run of bad luck – 
there has always been HOPE here. Hope that things will get straightened out, 
that this kid or that kid will wake up and get his or her act together; Hope that 
tomorrow is another day;  another opportunity; another chance to do better. 
That hope comes from neighbors and friends. 
 
Neighbors and friends are not just words in and around Hemingford – those two 
words signify actual people that you can go to for help, or are people that you 
can give help to. What a great feeling to be a part of this small community for 
such a goodly amount of time.  
 
So a big thank you to all of our students and parents over the past fifteen years. 
Christy and I have thoroughly enjoyed being part of our outstanding school 
here and our fine community. Keep that pioneering spirit and treasure the fact 
that our little neck of the woods and our way of life is old 
fashioned in a very good way– always hang onto that. 
 
I know that we will. 
 
Feeling Blessed, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ningen 



 

 

 

 

Mr. Kluver-High School Principal 
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April showers (or snow) bring about May flowers and also the finishing 
of our current school year.  It has been a wild ride this year, but I 
believe we all learned a lot and are better prepared for what lies ahead 
of us all.  Congratulations to the graduating seniors.  May your lives be 
forever touched by the time you spent at Hemingford Schools. 
 
We are planning a school-wide community service event for the last 

day of school, May 18th, from 8:30 - 10:30 am.  We are asking for projects for the students to do 
throughout the community, including yard clean up, trash pickup, and any other minor projects that can 
be completed during this time.  Please contact the high school office if you have a project you need 
help with. 
 
We will be updating the student handbook over the next few months, including a proposal to adopt a 
new eligibility policy.  There are a few major changes that I am proposing in the policy regarding how it 
is enforced, how we think of SST (Supervised Study Time), and how it affects our students’ attitudes 
towards school and activities.  Below are some of the highlights of the proposal I will be making to the 
school board at their May meeting. 

1. Any student failing one or more academic classes for two consecutive weeks is 
ineligible.  It does not have to be the same classes. 

2. Semester grades will be used for eligibility starting with a warning week the 3rd week of 
each semester and the first ineligible list on the 4th week.  (JH students with 9 week 
courses will have those used for ineligibility)   

3. Eligibility will not start over at the end of each quarter; instead, it will run consecutively 
for the entire semester. 

4. Students failing Semester One courses will be ineligible for the first 3 weeks of Semester 
Two. 

5. SST will be offered only as an opportunity for student assistance and will have NO 
bearing on eligibility. 

6. Field trips and other special school activities related to course requirements will not be 
affected by eligibility. 

 
I am always open for suggestions on how we can make our school better and how our students can 
benefit academically from their experiences.  Extra-curricular activities are important and play a role in 
all schools, but they should not and cannot be deemed to be more important than the academic 
successes of our students. 
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Mr. Arneson-Elementary Principal 

May is once again upon us, and the one thing I hear in the hallways is, “Boy, this year went by 

fast.” I feel that each year goes by quickly but then we look back at everything we’ve 

accomplished and realize it was time well spent. Field trips have been planned and state testing 

is wrapping up which lets us know that summer break is near.  

Unfortunately, this time of the year is a time for goodbyes. Not only do we say goodbye to our 

sixth graders that have spent many hours learning in the elementary school, but this year we will 

also say goodbye to two elementary teachers. Sarah McCabe, who has taught with us for eight 

years and in several different grades, is moving south to be closer to family. She brought a 

wonderful smile, great personality and amazing teaching. She’ll be missed. Cindy Lanik will be 

retiring after 29 years of teaching at Hemingford Elementary School. She has been a great asset 

in the middle school with her math and science expertise. She’s also been a great leader for our 

new teachers in the middle school. She’ll be missed.  

Even though we must say goodbye, it gives us a chance to meet new people. There will be two 

new staff members in the elementary school. Gina Jespersen will join us to take the reins in 

fourth grade, and Cindy will pass the torch to Sam Kresl. If you see Gina and Sam this summer, 

please welcome them to our community and school.  

 

Mr. Eric Arneson 
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C O U N S E L O R ‘S 
O   
R 
N 
E 
R 
 

Seniors – End of the year activities 
 

May      9 Sign-out for seniors 
 May    11 Honors Day  
 May  11 Senior Graduation Practice and Picture Hanging  

May   13 Graduation – 2:00 p.m. – High School Gym 
May  15 Athletic Banquet 

 
You will be receiving a letter in the mail very soon. We want to make sure we 
have all the honors that you have received.  It is imperative that you fill out the 
enclosed form by May 7, and return it to the counselor’s office.  We appreciate 
your cooperation in this matter so you will receive the recognition that you 
deserve.   
 

Juniors – Summer is the time for serious college 
planning. 
           
          Start narrowing your college choices. 
          Update your resume. 
          Identify teachers, coaches and community members who will write letters  
          of recommendation for you.     
          Look for scholarships. 
          Find a summer job to help pay for college expenses.                            
  
Last ACT test needs to be registered for by May 4, 2018. The test will be administered 
on June 9, 2018.  
 

6th graders: May 2nd is up shift day.  
 

If a child lives with approval, he learns to live with himself. 
Dorothy Law Nolte



Graduation will be Sunday, May 13th at 2:00 p.m. 

Hemingford High School Gymnasium 

Class Flower:  White Rose Dipped in Red/Silver 

Class Colors:Red/Silver Gray 

Class Song: “May We All” - Florida Georgia Line 

Class Motto: “ Whatever you do, do it well” - Walt Disney 

 

Sports physicals for the 2018-2019 year will be on Friday, May 11, 2018 at 

12:15 p.m..  This is for grades 6-11th any student that participates in ath-

letics need to have a physical.  The cost of the physicals will be $35.00 

paid before or the day of the physicals.  Please pre-register with the 

High School before May11th.  
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Physicals 

Graduation 
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Jacobi Stumpff 

Jacobi Stumpff attends State Science Fair 

 

 
 

On Thursday, April 19, 2018, Jacobi Stumpff attended the State Science Fair 
held at the University of Nebraska Wesleyan in Lincoln, NE.  Jacobi’s project 
titled Estrus Synchronization in Ewes studied the effects of using the drugs 
Lutalyse and Estrumate to sync the ovulation cycles of sheep.  The goal was to 
see which drug would perform better at making the ewes lamb at the same time. 
In her research, Jacobi determined that Estrumate would be a better drug for 
small livestock producers because of how close it synced the ewes the 
closest.  However, larger livestock producers may want to used Lutalyse so that 
every ewe does not lamb at the same time and allows for a little be of spacing 
between births but still providing a uniform crop. 
 



 

 

P.E.-Mrs. Kuhn 
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Parents and Guardians, 

On Wednesday, May 16, students in grades 3‐6 will be participating in an Elementary Track 

Meet. Each student will get an opportunity to show off their skills in a throwing event, 

jumping event, and running event. The track meet is scheduled to start around 9:00am. The 

students will be participating in these events on the practice football field, Bobcat field, and 

the track surrounding the practice football field. 

On Thursday, May 17, students in grades K‐2 will be participating in some outdoor 

activities. Students will be participating in activities that we do not normally do in PE class. 

Some of the activities involve races, water balloons, catching, and more! These activities 

are scheduled to start around 1:00pm and will take place out back on the recess fields. 

On Friday, May 18, students will have an opportunity to watch the 2nd Annual Staff vs. 6th 

Grade Kickball game. This event is scheduled to start around 10:15am.  

Parents and guardians are welcome to come watch on any of these days. If bringing 

younger children, we ask that you keep an eye on them for their safety, as there will be a 

lot of action and people associated with these fun events. 

Coach K 

Elementary PE Teacher 
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Nurse Amber 

ATTENTION Future 7th Grade Parents! 

Please be aware that it is state law that students need to have one dose of TDAP vaccine and a 
physical prior to entry into 7th grade.  

TDaP‐Tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis are very serious diseases.  TDaP vaccine can protect us from 
these diseases.  Pertussis (whooping cough) can cause severe coughing spells, difficulty breathing, 
vomiting, disturbed sleep & other serious symptoms.  It can also be fatal if spread to infants.  

Please make plans to complete this requirement before the upcoming school year.  Contact your 
healthcare provider or the local immunization clinic in Alliance to schedule @ 308‐762‐2534. 

Hemingford will be offering sports physicals on site on Friday, May 11th through the Hemingford 
Clinic.  If you would like your child to participate please have them bring a check for $35 (payable on 
this day.  VACCINES WILL NOT BE GIVEN ON THIS DATE.  You will have to make other arrangements to 
complete this requirement. 

Other CDC recommended immunizations for students entering 7th grade in Nebraska include: 

Meningococcal‐is a serious bacterial illness.  It is a leading cause of bacterial meningitis (an infection of 
the covering of the brain and spinal cord) and blood infections in children 2‐18 years of age.  The 
disease can be treated with antibiotics, but still many people who get the disease die or are affected for 
life that would led to other serious problems including deafness, seizures, strokes, nervous system 
effects and loss of arms or legs. Vaccines can prevent 4 types of meningococcal disease, including 2 of 
the 3 most common in the U.S.  

Hepatitis A‐is a serious liver disease caused by the A virus.  It is found in the stool of people with Hep 
A.  It is usually spread by close personal contact and sometimes by eating food or drinking water 
contaminated by the virus.  This is usually the result of someone with Hep A not washing their hands 
before preparing or serving food. 

HPV‐ is a cancer vaccine against human papilloma virus.  Vaccine can prevent many cancers caused by 
the virus including cervical cancer in females, vaginal and vulvar cancers in females and anal cancer in 
males.  It can also prevent genital warts in both males and females.  Fewer head neck and throat 
cancers have also been reported since the introduction of the vaccine 10 years ago.  Immune response 
is best when given to 11‐13 year olds.  
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6th Grade KAB Projects 
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Our 6th grade students recently submitted 5 videos to the KAB Earth Day Video 
Contest. If you have Facebook, please check out the link below and vote for your 
favorite video. 
 
To vote for Fan Favorite, please follow these instructions from KAB Kids on 
Facebook: 
 
1) Like the KAB Kids Facebook Page 
2) Watch the playlist of videos attached to the post 
3) Select your favorite video and post the title of the video in a comment on the 
post. Only comments on the original post will be counted as votes in the contest. 
 
Voting is open through May 4th. 
 
Lets help our kids get the Fan Favorite vote! 
 
https://www.facebook.com/KABkidsAlliance/ 
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Lunch Accounts 

PLEASE    PLEASE    PLEASE      PLEASE     PLEASE

Parents	please	check	lunch	account	balances	prior	to	the	end	of	
school!		It	makes	the	checking	out	process	for	your	child(ren)	
much	easier	the	last	week	of	school.		Also	remember,	you	can	
continue	to	make	payments	over	the	summer‐‐‐	send	a	check	or	
stop	in	and	see	Deb!		Have	a	super	summer!	

                                 

Preschool Graduation at 7:00 May 10th at the 
Multi-Purpose Hall. 
 
Last day of school for PreK 
is May 10th. 
 

Preschool Graduation 
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Information regarding 2018 Athletic Banquet and 2018  Honors Convocation  

May 2018 

Dear Parents & Sports Boosters: 

The 2017‐2018  Athletic Banquet will be held on Tuesday,  May 15, 2018 beginning at 6 

pm in the Multipurpose Building at the fairgrounds.  The recognition portion of the 

Booster Banquet will be honoring High School Student Athletes only. 

This year, we are asking all families to bring a meat dish.  The families with the last name 

beginning with the letters A‐L are to bring a desert.  The families with the last name 

beginning with the letters M‐Z are to bring a salad or side dish.  The boosters will be 

providing the paper plates, napkins, silverware, cups and the beverage.   

At the Athletic Banquet, we will be recognizing those High School Athletes who 

successfully competed in sports for Hemingford High School.  We will not be recognizing 

the Junior High athletes or any club programs at this banquet.  We are asking that all 

athletes sit with their families during the banquet.  This procedure has worked well in the 

past, so we would like to use this format again this year. 

This year the Honors Convocation will be held during the school day on Friday, May 11th, 

starting at 8:30 am for grades 7‐12.  The Honors convocation will focus on accolades for 

academic achievements, scholarship and community awards, National Honor Society 

Induction recognition, and the announcement of class distinction honors.   A regular class 

schedule will resume following the ceremonies. 



 

 

Page 14 Bobcat Bits 

 
April 24, 2018 
 
As the faculty sponsor of our chapter of National Honor Society, I am pleased to announce our 
newly inducted members for the 2018/2019 school year. Congratulations to Kaitlyn 
Messersmith, Melissa Anglesey, Carter Buchheit, Tayson Ernesti, Rebecca Hanson, Storm 
Jespersen, Emily Knote, Jori Stewart, and Jace Stumpff. These students have been shown to 
uphold the four pillars of our organization: scholarship, leadership, character, and service. I am 
very proud of these students for their achievements at school and in our community. 
Sophomores and Juniors will be eligible for membership consideration during the spring 
semester of 2019, provided they possess a cumulative GPA of 94 or above. Potential 
candidates are strongly encouraged not only to maintain academic excellence in school, but 
also to serve the community, take on roles of leadership, and uphold a high standard of 
character both in and out of the classroom. We had several applicants for membership this year,
and though not all applicants were inducted, I am proud of each eligible member. Those who 
are currently Sophomores may have another opportunity to apply next year. 
 
Immediately following the induction ceremony, all members voted on officer positions for the 
upcoming school year. Congratulations to President Kobe Coryell, Vice President Josie Stewart, 
Secretary Cade Payne, and Treasurer Jacobi Stumpff. These students have shown remarkable 
leadership abilities, and I am confident that our upcoming year will be highly successful. 
 
Congratulations, as well, to our graduating senior members: Anna Manning, Macee Buchheit, 
and Kelli Horstman. Thank you for all your ideas and service throughout the past two years! 
 
Over the course of this school year, my current members have participated in a community 
clean up, focusing primarily on picking up trash in our community in an effort to promote 
environmental awareness and a safe, clean atmosphere for children and adults alike. We plan 
on continuing this service project through the summer months and next school year, and we 
would like to expand our efforts in serving our community. If you have need of assistance, 
please contact me at the school! We appreciate the opportunity to help! 
 
Congratulations, again, to all newly inducted members, to our newly elected officers, and to our 
graduating senior members. Thank you, as well, to all other current members involved in our 
organization for your efforts and participation this year: Luke Cullan, Lauren Gasseling, and 
Mackenzie Glendy. Thank you, also, to all parents, family, and community members for your 
continued support! 
 
Ms. Bridget Cullan 
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HEMINGFORD PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

Casper Ningen, Superintendent 
Mr. Daniel Kluver, High School 
Principal 
Mr. Eric Arneson, Elementary Principal 
Mrs. Mandy Plog, Special Education 
Director 
 
PO Box 217 
911 Niobrara Avenue 
Hemingford NE  69348 
 
Phone: 308-487-3328 High School 
Phone: 308-487-3330 Elementary 
Phone: 308-487-5252 Distance Learning 
Fax:     308-487-5215 
 

Check out our Website: 

http://www.hemingford

schools.org 

Hemingford Public School District #10 will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, col-
or, national origin, religion, sex, disability, 
or marital status in admission or access to, 
or treatment or employment in its pro-
grams and activities 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 

The Superintendent of schools is authorized by 
the Board of Education to close public schools in 
case of severe weather. The Superintendent’s 
will notify local news media when inclement 
weather warrants such action. The information 
is broadcast regularly by radio stations, (KCOW AM 
1400, KQ 106 & 97.5 FM, KMOR 92.9 FM), our web site 
(www.hemingfordschools.org), and Mobius web site 
(www.bbc.net ). 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  

 
COMMUNICATION SOURCES 

In an effort to maintain all possible communication links, Hemingford 
Public Schools will offer numerous ways for parents, students, commu-
nity members and all other interested citizens to stay abreast of happen-
ings at the schools. Some ways to communicate are: Hemingford Public 
Schools Website 
http://www.heminqfordschools.org 
 
Hemingford Ledger - Important information is posted in the Briefs. 
Sports info and other needed school info can be found here as well. 
 
Monthly newsletter - Mailed to every patron in the district each month. 
Also can be found on the webpage. 
Notices sent home with students 
Information sent home with reports 
cards. 
 
Phone calls to students’ homes when 
necessary. 
 
PowerSchool for attendance, grades 
and other notes to students and par-
ents found on the Hemingford 
Schools webpage. 

Notifications for inclement weather and other 
school news will be sent to parents by 
SchoolWay powered by Jostens.  SchoolWay is a 
free app that is dowloaded to a mobile device that 
will receive alerts sent out by the school.  To get 
the app go to myschoolway.com.  Enter the 
WayCode rg464h. 
School notifications will also will be posted 
through the school Facebook, website and local 
radio stations.  If you have any questions please 
contact school at 487-3330. 

SchoolWay 

Web-Email Lunch Account System 

Access your current account information 
online-at www.hemingford schools.org 
and click the button on the right labeled 
“What’s for Lunch”. 

Our mission at Hemingford Public 
Schools is to cooperatively work with 
the community to provide our youth a 
safe and healthy learning environment 
for all students.  Our school district and 
staff are committed to provide and pro-
mote opportunities for high academic 
achievement, capitalizing on student 
career interests and aptitudes, with a 
purpose to encourage student involve-
ment and accomplishments in order to 
prepare accountable, responsible, self-
disciplined, successful citizens in an 
ever-changing, global society. 







 
Hemingford Public Schools 

Breakfast Menu 

May   Milk is served with all meals: Alternative either hot or cold cereal offered every 
day. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 1 

Scrambled Eggs 
& Muffin 
Or PBJ 
Fruit/Juice 

2 
Waffles N’ 
Strawberries 
Or Cereal 
Fruit/Juice 

3 
Breakfast Pizza 
Or PBJ 
Fruit/Juice 

4 
Breakfast 
Burrito Or 
Cereal 
Fruit/Juice 

7 
Biscuits and 
Gravy 
Or Cereal 
Fruit/Juice 

8 
Omelet & Toast 
Or PBJ 
Fruit/Juice 

9 
French Toast 
Sausage or 
Cereal 
Fruit/Juice 

10 
Breakfast 
Casserole 
Or PBJ 
Fruit/Juice 

11 
Breakfast 
Sandwich or 
Cereal 
Fruit/Juice 

14 
Pancakes 
Sausage or 
Cereal 
Fruit/Juice 

15 
Scrambled Eggs 
& Muffin 
Or PBJ 
Fruit/Juice 

16 
Waffles N’ 
Strawberries 
Or Cereal 
Fruit/Juice 

17 
Breakfast Pizza 
Or PBJ 
Fruit/Juice 

18 
 
Last Day of 
School 

21 22 23 24 25 

28 
 
 
 

29 30 31  

Menus are subject to change 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider & employer. 

The Hemingford Public School provides lunches in accordance with the National School Lunch Program. 
The cost of a breakfast is as follows: PreK-12  - $1.55 Adult Breakfast  - $2.05 

The cost of a lunch is as follows:   PreK -  $2.05 K-6  Lunch   -  $2.30  7 - 12 Lunch   -  $2.60  Adult Lunch    -  $3.75 

 

Have a safe summer!! 



 
Hemingford Public Schools 

Lunch Menu 

May  Milk is served with all meals. Fruit/Salad/Vegetable Bar Offered Daily 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 1 

Philly Cheese 
Steak Sub 
Corn 

2 
Chicken Fajitas 
Green Beans 
 

3 
BBQ Rib on Sub 
Cheesy  
Hash Browns 

4 
Tomato Soup 
Grilled Cheese 
Sandwiches 
Cookies 

7 
Pulled Pork on 
Bun 
Baked Beans 

8 
Teriyaki 
Chicken over 
Rice 
Broccoli 
Dinner Roll 

9 
Hamburgers 
French Fries 

10 
Chicken Strips 
Green Beans 
Dinner Roll 

11 
Frito Pie 
Corn 
Ice Cream 
Sandwich 

14 
Chicken Bacon 
Ranch On 
Flatbread 
Broccoli/Cheese 
Rice 

15 
Taco Salad 

16 
Cooks Choice 

17 
Cooks Choice 

18 
 
Last Day of 
School 

21 22 23 24 25 

 
 

    

Menus are subject to change 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider & employer. 

The Hemingford Public School provides lunches in accordance with the National School Lunch Program. 
The cost of a breakfast is as follows: PreK-12  - $1.55 Adult Breakfast  - $2.05 

The cost of a lunch is as follows:   PreK -  $2.05 K-6  Lunch   -  $2.30  7 - 12 Lunch   -  $2.60  Adult Lunch    -  $3.75 

 

Have a safe summer!! 
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