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Pre-K-12th Parent –Teacher Conferences 
on Tuesday October 30, 2012 from 2:00-
8:00 P.M. 

 

FALL BREAK-DISMISS 1:00 P.M. OCTOBER 30 

 

NO SCHOOL– OCTOBER 31, NOVEMBER 1 & 2, 
2012.  WELCOME BACK! NOVEMBER 5TH!! 
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Harvest – Being Thankful 
Mr. Ningen, School Superintendent 
October, 2012 
 
Harvest has begun in our Hemingford community 
and surrounding area. As odd as the weather has 
been, and even though we have asked our outlying 
patrons to help our bus routes out till more moisture 
arrives, this time of year gives all of us a chance to 
step back and be thankful for all that we have. 
 
We have a wonderful place to raise our children – 
Hemingford is a little off the main highway, but 
with that distance, there comes some comfort and 
some peace of mind. Our little community and the 
homes that surround Hemingford in the country 
provide a safe and wholesome place to bring our 
children up. 
 
There are great people that make up our little corner 
of the world – Do you ever need to run to the 
grocery store at night or on Sunday? Raben’s really 
goes out of their way to keep their doors open for 
all of us. What a great little grocery store we have! 
 
Do you ever have car trouble? Harold Adamson and 
Jess Huss bend over backwards to get you running 
again. If it’s just a small problem or if it’s a big one, 
they will drop what they’re doing and help a person 
in need out. Our mechanic shops in Hemingford are 
the best! 
 
When the wind blows, (and it does seem to blow), 
and branches fall or snow begins to drift, the City of 
Hemingford is Johnny on the spot to help take down 
a dangerous limb, or to keep our roads clear and 
safe. Many of us probably take the city and all of 
their great workers for granted, but we are truly 
blessed with their hard work! 
 
Our town might be a small one, but our Hardware 
store is another great example of a place that tries to 
provide the best selection of things a person needs 
for those home improvement jobs, and Tom and 
Shawn are always willing to either help you find 
what you need, or get it ordered. They also have 
flexible hours, and have helped many of us out 
when we were cutting things close. 
 
As we sometimes experience illness, we have a 
tremendous medical staff in town, with Dr. Ruffing, 

P.A. Brittney Bauer, and some very understanding, 
patient nurses to be thankful for. Having the 
convenience and gifted personnel available right
here in Hemingford is a great blessing. 
 
While we’re talking medical needs, how about 
Doug Shaver at Shaver Pharmacy? He is an 
amazing man, and continually helps others here. His
support for our schools, our people, and our town
has no limit. What a blessing he and his wife Sue
are to Hemingford! 
 
Even though I am part of our faculty at our school, I 
must also take this opportunity to tell everyone how
good our teachers, paras, principals, cooks,
custodians, bus drivers, and secretaries are! We are
such a small, comfortable, solid school, and our 
faculty, students, and parents work so very well 
together, achieving very positive results.  
 
What a warm feeling it gives me to see teachers and
staff up at school after hours and on week-ends, 
preparing so they can do their very best for our
students. What a treat it is as well to stop and visit 
with any of our students – young or old, and be able 
to see them growing and reaching new heights! 
 
Thank you for all of the churches that we have to 
choose from in Hemingford, and all of the Pastors,
Priests, Sisters, and Elders that give so much of 
their time for us; thanks to our hardworking county 
roads employees for doing the best they can on our
bus routes with no moisture; thanks to our city, 
county, and state police officers that live and work
in and around Hemingford. They do a GREAT job!
 
Thanks to Deb for her ongoing work at our local
city library! Thanks to Ryan and Kathy and their
staffs at our local bank and at our local Credit
Union. We are blessed! Thanks to Rick at the Post
Office for his help and understanding; Thanks so 
much to Farmer’s Coop and to Hemingford Telco
for employing so many local people and serving the
Hemingford area so well! 
 
Thanks to Aaron, Jo, and especially Lyle at the
Ledger for their many hours of service to our town!
 
Enjoy this time of the year, and enjoy where we are 
- it’s Harvest time in Hemingford, Nebraska! 
 
Mr. N. 



Fostering Education 
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OCTOBER HAS ARRIVED    

It is hard to believe that we are into October and almost done with 
one quarter of school.  The kids have done a good job of adjusting 
to their new classrooms and teachers. The teachers are constantly 
striving to help each child reach their fullest potential. I’m very 
pleased with how things have started.  

TESTING 

We will administer the fall MAP tests in October this year to students in 2nd 
-11th grade. The tentative dates are October 1st -5th for 2nd – 6th grade and Oc-
tober 8th -12th   

for the High School students.  Please help by making sure your child/
children are in school and have had a good night’s sleep. We appreciate the 
support and encouragement you give your child/children each day to do 
their best in school.  
 

OCTOBER HAPPENINGS 

1st – 5th -- Grades 2nd – 6th MAP Testing 

15th – 19th   Fall Writing Window 

22nd - Ms. Osmotherly’s 4th grade field trip to Historical School in Banner County 

23rd - Ms. Kresl’s 4th grade field trip to Historical School in Banner County 

23rd   End of the 1st quarter  

30th   1:00 p.m. Early Dismissal for Parent / Teacher Conferences 

30th –Parent/Teacher Conferences will run from 2:00 – 8:00 p.m.  
31st – No School for kids – Teacher In-Service.  

Nov. 1st and Nov. 2nd – No school for kids or staff. ( Fall Break) 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 

Please plan to attend your child’s parent/teacher conference on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 30th. Conferences will run from 2:00 – 8:00 p.m. This is a great time to discuss 
with the teacher your child’s strengths and any concerns you may have. At the 
conference remember both you and the teacher want to help your child succeed. 
Also, ask to see your child’s work, ask the teacher to explain terms that are new 

to you, sum up what has been discussed, and finally establish the best way to contact each other. Email? 
Phone?  I hope to see all of you in attendance. Thanks for your support. Remember it takes all of us 
working together to help your child.  

 
Let’s continue the great communication that we have established.  Please fell free to contact us with any concerns.  

Mr. Ron Foster, Principal 

rfoster@panesu.org 



Foster’s Facts          pfoster@panesu.org 
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 Time management is a must for students.  I wish that more students would use the SST time to finish 
homework or receive assistance.  What a good feeling, I would think--not have to think about 
school/homework for an evening since you finished it at school.  One of the reasons that SST 
was put into place was so that students should be eligible as long as they attend and show effort 
at improving their grade.  The eligibility committee wants all students to be able to be part of an 
activity for there are many benefits of being part of a team (social, physical and mental).  Aca-
demics are in the fore-front and SST is a positive opportunity for our students.  I am not sure why students 
would rather be ineligible than to attend SST.   

 

ACT Prep Class –John Baylor Test Prep Program     

Those individuals that plan on enrolling for an ACT exam (after visiting with Mrs. Hucke) are required to at-
tend the ACT practice test twice a week in lieu of their SSR reading time.  
Juniors should not sign up for the ACT until they have gone through the 
prep class which has been incorporated into the school day during SSR 
(Sustained Silent Reading) time.  During this time, are test taking strategies for 
the students and practice tests.  The plan is to provide these mini sessions pri-
or to each testing period.  Students can also go out to the ACT website 
(address above) for additional questions.  

ACT test dates are posted throughout the building.   

 

Fall Writing—Time to practice those writing skills.  Fall writing is scheduled for 
October 3.  Each class will be given a prompt to write which will be either a narra-
tive, descriptive or persuasive argument.  Students will have one hour for writing.  
The rough draft and polished copy will be completed in a single setting.  This will 
help prepare students for the state writing test.  Students in Grades 8 and 11 will use 
computers for their writing.  The reasoning behind this is to simulate the State Writ-
ing done in the spring.  During the Teacher Assessment Day on October 31st  (no 
school for kids), the full K-12 faculty will use the 6-traits method and score the stu-
dent work.  These results will then go back into the classroom where teachers can 
polish areas of need.  Hopefully there will not be much illness in the building and all students are present.   

 

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences –for the Junior High and High School will be held on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 30 beginning at 2 pm and concluding at 8 pm.  The office will provide a copy of your son/
daughter schedule so that you can visit with each individual teacher.  The conferences are held in 
the individual classrooms –no appointments are scheduled.  To get all parents through, we allot 
about 5 minutes for each conference.  As always, please do not wait for conference time if you 
have questions for a teacher.  Leave a message in the office and they will return your call.  I hope 

to see you there.  (Feel free to bring your son or daughter along). 

 

 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/ 



Foster’s Facts          pfoster@panesu.org 

WorldStrides – Wreaths and greenery are now on sale for the WorldStrides 
juniors.  Items may be purchased for local delivery or 
may be mailed to recipients out of town/state.  Please be 
sure to note on the order form if you want it mailed and 
the correct mailing address complete with zip code.   
Orders HAVE to be turned in by October 26th WITH 

money!  We appreciate all the support for these students!   
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Student and Parent Portal 
Have you tried the Parent Portal?  Your log-on and password were 
mailed and the parent portal side is ready.  A quick lesson is:  1—Go 
to the Hemingford School web-site   2—Click the PowerSchool but-

ton under Parents.  3—Enter the username and password.  4—Student information should load.   Stu-
dents were given their passwords during English class the 1st full week of school so they could ac-
cess the information also. 

 

If you have questions or forgot your password, please call the office or email me pfoster@panesu.org for 
assistance. 

 

Other Events 

 October 8-12   NWEA Testing Grades 7-11 

 October 17 PSAT test for Juniors (contact Mrs. Hucke) 

 October 17 Box Butte County Business and Industry Day 

 October 23 End of 1st Quarter 

 October 27 ACT Test Date 

 October 30 No School   Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 2-8 pm 

 October 31-November 2  No School  Fall Break 
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CONTACT:  
Suzanne Neefe  
308-487-3328 
sneefe@panesu.org 

 Hemingford school to celebrate  
International Walk to School Day on October 3, 2012 

 
Join us on October 3rd , 2012 to help us celebrate “Walk to School day!”  Hemingford Public 
Schools will join schools from around the world to celebrate International Walk to School Day on October 
3, 2012.     
 
Please meet us at the Cat Shack at 7:45 and walk to school with us!  Bus drivers will drop off the kids who 
wish to participate at 7:55.  We will leave at 8:00 am to walk to school.  
 
In 2011, International Walk to School Day was celebrated at more than 4,000 events at schools across the 
United States, along with children and adults in 40 countries around the world.  We had over 100 people 
join us last spring!  Don’t be left out. 
 
Permission forms will be sent home with elementary students.  All students need to have a permission 
form turned in, in order to participate, (especially bus students!) 
 
Walk to School Day events raise awareness of the need to create safer routes for walking and bicycling 
and emphasize the importance of issues such as increasing physical activity among children, pedestrian 
safety, traffic congestion and concern for the environment. The events build connections between families, 
schools and the broader community.  
 
The event is being organized by FCCLA.  Thanks to Panhandle Health, the Cat Shack and 
Hemingford bus drivers and parents for helping out with this activity.  
 
For additional local information, please contact Suzanne Neefe at 308-760-7212. 

 
For additional information, please visit these websites: 

 
Walk to School Day in the USA   www.walkbiketoschool.org    
National Center for Safe Routes to School  www.saferoutesinfo.org  
International Walk to School Day   www.iwalktoschool.org 
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                       FITNESSGRAM COMING HOME 

Watch for the Fitnessgram, which is a print out of your                                                   
child’s fitness scores.  The fitness tests include:  Mile run/walk, Pacer (Aerobic 
capacity), Curl Ups and Push Ups (Muscle Strength and Endurance), Trunk Ex-
tension and Sit & Reach (Flexibility).  These components of physical fitness are 

important because of their relationship to overall health and optimal function.  For each of the above 
tests, a Healthy Fitness Zone has been identified depending on the child’s age.  This is a national norm 
for all children of that age and means that is the score found necessary for good health and improved 
function.   

 

Look over the Fitnessgram and see where your child needs improvement.  During each PE class the stu-
dents work on improving their fitness.  Please encourage them to do their best and work on the sug-
gested exercises at home. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who achieved the Health Fitness Zone in all areas: 

 Kindergarten:  Cody Galles, Cabrayella McGowan and Kyran Walker. 

1st Grade:  Petar Carlson, Jonathan Fritzler and Lauren Garner. 

2nd Grade:  Avery Davies, Jayden Fritzler, Caiden Hill, Jordan Hollinrake, Jayda Meyring, Jacob 
Picket Pin, Cody Rathjen, Riley Swanson, Darin Turek, Kambree Walker and Landyn Woodbeck. 

3rd Grade:  Kylie Allen, Kamryn Ash, Braden Connor, Tiffany Hall, Hunter Jordan, Olivia Raben, 
Samatha Rozmiarek, Hannah Rudloff, Ethan Specht and Logan Thompson. 

4th Grade:  John Ansley, Danea Hanson, Jayce Meyring, Zachary Rozmiarek, Tatum Swanson and 
Kyla Walker. 

5th Grade:  Melissa Anglesey, Isaiah Bryner, Tayson Ernesti,Aaron Farritor, Kaitlyn Fritzler, 
Rebecca Hanson, Taylor Manion, Brett Prelle, Gregory Randolph, Wiley Rudloff, Jori Stewart, 
Jaydon Walker and Shanna Weaver. 

6th Grade:  Luke Cullan, Lauren Gasseling, Casey Lashley, Jacob Olson,and Josie Stewart. 

 

LEVEL 2 SKIP’N CATS      

Level 2 Skip’n Cats will have their first practice Tuesday, October 2.  Each rope 
skipper will be notified personally of the starting date and time.  Level 1 Skip’n 
Cats will not start practice until after Christmas. 

 

Mrs. Giorgi 

Giorgi’s Gym 



Title 1 Reading-Mrs. Folkerts 
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A meeting for parents of Title 1 Reading students will  
be held Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at 3:00 pm in 
the Title 1 Room of the Elementary Building.  The  
purpose of this meeting is to explain the Title 1 
program and answer any questions you may have.  The 
meeting will last 30-45 minutes and refreshments will 
be served.   

Hope to see you there!! 
Linda Folkerts, Title 1 Reading Teacher 

Mandy Plog, Title 1 Director 
 

News flash – just in!  High School 
Art Day will be November 5 at 
CSC.  Ten advanced art students will 
go with Mrs. Wade.  Letters will be 
sent home with details. 
 



FREE Computers 
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Dig Pink-WTC Conference 
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C O U N S E L O R ‘S 
O   
R 
N 
E 
R 
 

I will be working with the 3 – 6 graders during the month of October. The third, 
fourth and fifth grade will be using a curriculum called Steps to Respect – A Bullying 
Prevention program. The sixth grade will be working with life situations and how to get 
a long with other students.  

 
Seniors: Don’t forget to check your mail box in my office for the scholarship 

list. 
 
Juniors: The PSAT/NSMQT test will be given on October 17. It will be given 

here at the school. If you have any questions, please come in and see me. The cost is 
$14.   

 
Register for a college fair barcode! 
 
Students - if you plan to attend a College Fair or Educational Planning Program (smaller 
college fairs held at statewide locations), register for a barcode that will streamline your 
visits with college representatives. 
 
Here’s how it works: 
1. Before you go to a College Fair or Educational Planning Program (EPP), visit     

NebraskaCollegeFairs.org and select the event you plan to attend. 

2. Complete and submit a confidential online form providing details such 
as contact information, age/gender/ethnicity, year in school, academic information, 
extracurricular activities, and ACT/SAT test scores. 

3. Print the barcode that appears on your screen. 

4. Important! Take the barcode to the College Fair(s) and/or EPP(s) you attend. 
College reps participating in the barcode/scanner process will scan your barcode to 
retrieve your information – and you won’t have to complete information cards. 

Visit www.educationquest.org/college-fairs for the dates and locations of Nebraska 
College Fairs and Educational Planning Programs 
 

Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors – Make sure and attend the college night 
that is being held Monday, October 8, 2012, at Alliance High School at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Do children need leaves blown in the wind or the security of rock-solid love? 
Keep your focus rock solid and simple: Limits, Accountability, and Love.  

Dr. Charles Fay
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HEMINGFORD PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

Casper Ningen, Superintendent 
Mrs. Peggy Foster, High School 
Principal 
Mr. Ron Foster, Elementary Principal 
Mrs. Mandy Plog, Special Education 
Director 
 
PO Box 217 
911 Niobrara Avenue 
Hemingford NE  69348 
 
Phone: 308-487-3328 High School 
Phone: 308-487-3330 Elementary 
Phone: 308-487-5252 Distance Learning 
Fax:     308-487-5215 
 

Check out our Website: 

http://www.hemingford

schools.org 

Hemingford Public School District #10 will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, col-
or, national origin, religion, sex, disability, 
or marital status in admission or access to, 
or treatment or employment in its pro-
grams and activities 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 

The Superintendent of schools is authorized by 
the Board of Education to close public schools in 
case of severe weather. The Superintendent’s 
will notify local news media when inclement 
weather warrants such action. The information 
is broadcast regularly by radio stations, (KCOW AM 
1400, KQ 106 & 97.5 FM, KMOR 92.9 FM), our web site 
(www.hemingfordschools.org), and Mobius web site 
(www.bbc.net ). 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  

 
COMMUNICATION SOURCES 

In an effort to maintain all possible communication links, Hemingford 
Public Schools will offer numerous ways for parents, students, commu-
nity members and all other interested citizens to stay abreast of happen-
ings at the schools. Some ways to communicate are: Hemingford Public 
Schools Website 
http://www.heminqfordschools.org 
 
Hemingford Ledger - Important information is posted in the Briefs. 
Sports info and other needed school info can be found here as well. 
 
Monthly newsletter - Mailed to every patron in the district each month. 
Also can be found on the webpage. 
Notices sent home with students 
Information sent home with reports 
cards. 
 
Phone calls to students’ homes when 
necessary. 
 
PowerSchool for attendance, grades 
and other notes to students and par-
ents found on the Hemingford 
Schools webpage. 

If you have not been contacted by “School 
Messenger” our web based calling system to alert
parents of school cancellations, late starts or any 
other events, please contact the school.  You 
may have changed phone numbers, or 
disconnected numbers the school is unaware of.  
Also, if you don’t want to be contacted please 
notify us so we can take you off of the calling list.  
Please call the school of any changes at 487-
3330.

SCHOOL MESSENGER 

Web-Email Lunch Account System 

Access your current account information 
online-at www.hemingford schools.org 
and click the button on the right labeled 
“What’s for Lunch”. 

Our mission at Hemingford Public 
Schools is to cooperatively work with 
the community to provide our youth a 
safe and healthy learning environment 
for all students.  Our school district and 
staff are committed to provide and pro-
mote opportunities for high academic 
achievement, capitalizing on student 
career interests and aptitudes, with a 
purpose to encourage student involve-
ment and accomplishments in order to 
prepare accountable, responsible, self-
disciplined, successful citizens in an 
ever-changing, global society. 
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