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Christmas Concert– Tuesday, December 13, 2011-
Elementary Concert will Start at 6:00 PM. High 
School Concert will follow Approximately 7:30 p.m. 
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Mission Thoughts 2011‐12 
By Mr. Ningen, Hemingford Superintendent 
 

 
 
As December approaches, I want to thank our students 
and  staff  for  their  continued  efforts  to   do  our  very 
best. 
 
As  a  way  to  promote  continued  improvement,  a 
committee of  faculty members, board members,  and 
patrons  created  and  then  submitted  a  new mission 
statement  for  the  board   to  consider  at  their 
November 14, 2011 board meeting. 
 
A mission statement is a statement of  the purpose of 

a  school  or  organization.  The  mission  statement 
should guide the actions of the school or organization, 
spell  out  its  overall  goal,  provide  a  path,  and  guide 
decision‐making.  It  provides  "the  framework  or 
context  within  which  the  company's  strategies  are 
formulated." 
 
The board heard  from Co‐Chairperson  of  the School’s 
Continuous  Improvement Committee Joe Collins, who 
is a  faculty member at HHS, and then voted to  accept 

it. 
 
The previous statement,  in place  for  at  least  the  last 
decade  was,  “Empowering  individuals  to  be 
RESOURCEFUL, RESPECTFUL, and RESPONSIBLE lifelong 
learners”. 
 
 
 
 

The  new  statement  is:   “Our mission  at  Hemingford
Public  Schools  is  to  cooperatively  work  with  our

community  to  provide our  youth  a safe  and  healthy
learning  environment  for  all  students.  Our  school 
district  and   staff  are  committed  to  provide  and
promote  opportunities  for  high  academic

achievement,  capitalizing on  student  career  interests
and  aptitudes, with a  purpose  to  encourage student
involvement and accomplishments in order to prepare 
accountable,  responsible,  self‐disciplined,  successful 
citizens in an ever‐changing global society”.  
 

Thank  you  to  the  committee  for  their work and  the
much more  detailed  and  specific  statement  that will
guide  our   school  in  the  next  five‐year  Nebraska  re‐
accreditation phase. 

 
Every  five  years,  each  school  district  in  Nebraska
begins  a  new  phase  in  continuous  improvement  by
submitting  a  mission   statement,  along  with  a  few
major   goals  for  the  designated  time  period.  In  the
past,    goals  have  dealt  with  improving  reading  or 
writing skills, or  improving math  or science skills,  for

instance. 
 
Planning,  teacher  training, and student  tasks are  then

geared  towards  meeting  or  exceeding  the  district
goals.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  five‐year  period,  a 
manual is published that lists beginning skill levels and 
the  hoped  for  growth   that  occurs  in  the  years  that
follow.  
 
Area and regional educational personnel then come to 

Hemingford  as  part  of  an  “External  Team”,  to  study 
the  achievement  results,  as  well  as  to  interview 
students,  staff  members,  and  parents  before

conducting an exit conference, where their finding are
announced. 
 
In   the  past  these  have  been  opportunities  to  hear
about  the success our school has had, as well as any
suggestions for  future growth. 
 

The entire staff  is actively involved in doing what  they
can  in  their classrooms  to  meet our district goals,  led
by  committee    Co‐Chairs  Joe  Collins  and  Jeanette 
Chasek. 
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Foster’s Facts         pfoster@panesu.org  

The squares on my calendar are filling fast with a variety of activities. I sometimes feel like the blink-
ing lights going in a circle on a wreath.  (Speaking of wreaths, thanks for supporting World Strides in 
their wreath sales.) Please take time during the breaks to visit with your children about what is hap-
pening in their lives.  Time is a great gift and it is free.  I always learn something from their perspec-
tive when I chat with them. 
 
 On another note, Progress Reports will be mailed out on December 1st; they are an indica-
tion of what changes may need to be made for your student for the remaining of the quarter.  Some 

are meeting the academics standards while some students may need to push to maintain a passing grade and earn credit 
for the semester.  One of the first questions, I ask a student is “Are you giving your best effort?”  A “C” or a “D” grade may 
be ok if the student is taking advantage of the opportunities provided and they really are trying.  Teachers are willing to 
help, but students need to make an effort to receive help.  More students need to take advantage of SST.   Those that are 
find improved grades and less homework when they go home for the evening.  They are able to relax. 
   

 
 
School Activities 

  
Music—Christmas Concert 
An evening of music entertainment where patrons can enjoy listening to a large selection of music. 
Hemingford is again planning to combine the Christmas Concert to be held on Tuesday, December 
13th.  There will be a short break to reset needed areas.   

 Elementary Christmas Concert –at 6:00 pm 

 High School Christmas Concert—estimated: 7:30 pm 

 
 

Academic Information 
End of the Semester after Christmas 
Something new this year—the semester ends on January 13th.  Students will be dismissed at 1:00 pm on December 21st 
for the holiday break.  When they return from Christmas break, they will have a week or so for final presentations and 
review before semester testing. 
 
Distance Learning Classes (DL)  
Most on-line college classes or DL classes wrap up before Christmas so if a student is thinking about rearranging their 
schedule, they will need to stop in the office and visit with Mrs. Foster.  Students in grades 7-12 will need to pick up the 
add or drop form to be signed by the teacher and parent if they wish to make a schedule change.  This also needs to be 
completed prior to Christmas break. 
 
Progress Reports  
2nd Quarter update—Mailed to families on December 1st.  Student grades may be checked anytime through PowerSchool. 
The parent log-in and password can be found on your son/daughter’s 1st Quarter Report Cards.   



Bobcat Bits 

On December 1, 2011 our team would like to host an open practice 
for our parents and family.  Following the practice at approximately 
5:30 there will be a short pre-season parent meeting to discuss top-
ics pertinent to the upcoming season.  The coaching staff and team 
would like to encourage all parents and family members to attend.   
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Foster’s Facts Cont.    pfoster@panesu.org 

Check the School Calendar on the website. 
There have been numerous schedule changes and additions since the Booster Club calendar has been published.  Please 
check the school website for the most current activities.  It is updated as events change.   It is found on the school web-
site:   www.hemingfordschools.org    
 

No Activities 
NSAA has placed a 5-day moratorium on students in school activities starting Friday, December 23rd running through 
Tuesday, December 27th.  No practicing or coaching is allowed in the facility during this time. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you, Thank you!  We asked and you responded. 
School Contacts—Morning call or providing notes about upcoming appointments and ill children has 
really helped the office keep track of students.  We will continue to call if your son or daughter is re-
ported absent and not accounted for.  
--Did you know? If a student needs to go home due to illness and is not picked up 
the office has them call when they get home to make sure they arrive safely. 
 

Cell Phones-- If you need to get a message to your child, please call the school and we will gladly 
pass it on.  Text messages sometimes do not come in when students have availability to their phones 
which is before school, lunch and after school.   

Lady Cat Basketball-Mr. Chatelain 
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Fostering Education 

HEADING TOWARDS DECEMBER 
We are over half way into the second quarter of school already. Progress reports have 
come home again on December 1st for a second time; I hope you are pleased with them. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher with any concerns. Please ask your 
child about their day at school when you see them. I know that they will be excited to 
share with you. We hope your child is as excited about learning as we are about teaching 
them. I believe that we are making wonderful progress each day, but can always strive for 
more.  

Our goal is to help each student reach and pass their potential. 
 

 

 

COATS 
Please make sure your child has the appropriate clothing for the weather. We miss them when they 
are absent from school. Even though we try to make up their work, they have missed that interaction 
with their peers and teachers. Please label their jackets, hats, and gloves with their name or their 
initials.  We don’t want anyone to lose their winter clothing items.  
 
 

 

**December 13th – Pre-K – 12 
Christmas program starting at 6:00 p.m. 
** 
 
The program will start at 6:00 p.m. with the elementary, have a short break, and con-
clude with the high school program. 

 

UPCOMING DATES OF INTEREST 

 

December 21st --- 1:00 p.m. Dismissal  
December 22nd  –  Jan. 2nd     --- (Christmas Break)  
Jan. 3rd    ---- School Resumes 
 

COMMUNICATION 

Together we can make a difference ☺   Call us with any questions at 487-3330. 
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Fostering Education-Cont. 

What is Accelerated Reader? 
What is AR? 

Has your child come home from school talking all about Accelerated Reader? Perhaps your child won't consider 
reading a book unless they know for sure that it is an AR book. Thousands and thousands of schools across the na-
tion participate in the Accelerated Reader, or AR, program. But what is AR exactly? And what does AR do for student 
learning? Here are some facts (and perhaps a few opinions) on the Accelerated Reader program from my perspec-
tive.  

Accelerated Reader is basically a reading incentive program. Thousands upon thousands of books have had AR 
tests created for them. These multiple choice tests determine whether or not a student really read a book. Each AR 
book is assigned a level and a point value. For example, Jeff Kinney's very popular Diary of a Wimpy Kid has an AR 
level of 5.2 and is worth 3 points. A general rule of thumb for AR levels is that they correspond with grade levels, 
however many students read above or below their actual grade level. Other examples include Kevin Henkes' Kitten's 
First Full Moon. This fairly simple picture book has a 2.3 reading level and is worth 0.5 of a point. The fourth install-
ment of J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, is 6.8 level and is worth a whopping 
32 points.  
Most schools assign Accelerated Reader goals for students based on their reading level. This individual goal creation is 
a great component of the AR program. Their goals are developed after the student takes what is called a “STAR Test”. It 
is a test that tests their reading vocabulary as well as comprehension. Once the reading level range is suggested from 
the “Star Test” then a student’s goal is developed. Generally a teacher will have the student reach 80% of that goal. 
Teachers in our school in grades 4, 5, and 6 assign 10% of the student’s reading grade from AR. Students that have indi-
vidual goals do not feel like they are competing so much against their classmates, but rather against themselves. We 
have incentives including our AR store held each quarter for students.  

The STAR test is designed to help find the reading level that students will most likely be 
successful at. Students start by taking the STAR test on the computer. Depending on stu-
dent responses, the test will adjust itself to find the good reading level. After the test, the 
program will suggest a reading level or range for the student. The test will be given at least 
once a semester to track student progress over the year. Below is a sample question that 
might be seen on the test. 
 

In this example, the child has se-
lected the word "older" to finish the 
sentence. 
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                        GIORGI’S GYM   
  
 

          

        2011 STACK UP!          
 

NEW  WORLD RECORD SET! 
From coast to coast, continent to contine nt, hundreds of  thousands of kids and  adults came 
together on November 17th  in the name of sport s tacking!  The 6th annual event took place  
in nearly 1,500 schools and  is sanctioned by the Guinness Book of W orld Records.   This year, 
409,945  stackers , representing schools or organizations  from 28 countr ies (representing 
every continent except A ntarctica) stacked together to set a new wor ld  record . Hemingford 
Schools has been part of the re cord making process for the last 5 years and  joined in aga in 
this year during physical education c lasses . 
 
 
SKIP’N CAT START   
Level 1 Skip’n Cats s tarts  W ednesday, January 11, 2012, at 
7:45 am in the Elementary Gym.  The Skip’n Cats Rope Skipping 
Team is open to any 2nd – 12th gr ade s tudent.  Handbook s and 
med ical r elease forms can be picked up from M rs. G iorgi after 
Christmas  break and must be signed  and returned on the f ir st 
day of pr actice. 
 
 
Mrs . Giorgi 

               MERRY FITNESS!  
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Junior Class 
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2012 Seniors 

An important reminder to the Senior Class of 2012!           
Baby pictures and senior pictures are needed as soon as possible for the 2011‐2012 yearbook.  Some of you may 

not have taken senior pictures yet, but baby pictures are a great start! In order to continue the senior  page in the

yearbook of 2011, we must have senior and baby pictures; we don’t want to wait until last minute, so PLEASE get

them in to Kelli Frahm or Kay Horstman A.S.A.P. 

Also, a reminder to the parents of the class of 2011: PDA’s are available.  These are public displays of affection 

for your senior student.  These can involve pictures, poems, personal sentiments, or anything you’d like to say to 

your graduating son or daughter. The cost ranges from: 

                                             $50.00 for a 2.5 x 3.5 inch ad 

                                             $90.00 for a 5 x 3.5 inch ad 

                                             $125.00 for a 5 x 7.5 inch ad 

Your PDA will not only show a tribute to a graduate, but  you will also be supporting your local yearbook. The 

PDA’s need to be sent or delivered to Kay Horstman by March 1st.  

If you have any questions, please call Kay at school at 487‐3328.  Thank you for all of your help!                                 

HELP!!  The junior class is in charge of prom and are in need of the following: 
 
Anything black rod iron.  An old fence, part of a chair railing you no longer use, any type of landscaping rod iron materi-
al, anything with scroll work…  and any kind of black rod iron furniture would be great! 
 
We would be happy to pick it up and, of course, return it when we are finished.  All items will be labeled and returned 
to you.  The prom will be held April 21st. 
 
If you can help with any of these items, it would be much appreciated!!  Please call Kay Horstman at school at 487-
3328. 
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C O U N S E L O R ‘ S 
O   
R 
N 
E 
R 
 

Juniors and Seniors need to listen to announcements and sign up on my door if 
they want to attend the college representatives coming to school.  
 
Seniors – I will be conducting 15 minute individual academic conferences with all the 
seniors concerning next year. These conferences will be held during the month of 
December. We will be making sure that everything is set in place for graduation on May 
20, 2012.  
 
Juniors – I will be conducting 15 minute individual academic conferences with all the 
juniors concerning next year. These conferences will be held during the month of 
December. We will be discussing many different topics. These topics include 
transcripts, drop/add, academic requirements, plans for life after graduation, and many 
other topics as well. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call me at (308)487-
3328.  
 
The next registration date for the ACT is January 13. The test date is February 11.  
 
The third through fifth grade will again be working on social and academic 
responsibility. The sixth grade is continuing with learning social responsibility. 

 
By giving our children a chance to make responsible choices and by letting them 

learn how to solve their problems, we can provide them with tickets to success. – Jim 
Fay  

Mission Statement: 
Our mission at Hemingford Public Schools is to cooperatively work with the community to provide our youth a safe and 
healthy learning environment for all students.  Our school district and staff are committed to provide and promote 
opportunities for high academic achievement, capitalizing on student career interests and aptitudes, with a purpose to 
encourage student involvement and accomplishments in order to prepare accountable, responsible, self-disciplined, 
successful citizens in an ever-changing global society. 
 
Vision Statement: 
“Providing opportunities for high academic achievement; preparing students of today to become accountable, 
responsible, and successful citizens of tomorrow.” 

Mission Statement & Vision Statement 



 

 

Page 11 

IT’S BAAACK---- 

The Fourth Annual 

The Ugly Sweater Day  

AANNNDDD 

“All Things Christmas” 

If it can be worn 

WEAR IT Tuesday,  

December 20th is the day 

Feel free to wear your  

Ugly sweater (If you have it) 

Antlers, earrings, pins, hats, etc… 

You know you have it—let’s see it 

 

Everyone is invited to partici-

pate 

 All Students & All staff 

Let’s make it a fun day 

 

We got (Christmas) Spirit  

Yes we do 

We got Christmas Spirit 

HOW ‘BOUT YOU? 
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HEMINGFORD PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

Casper Ningen, Superintendent 
Mrs. Peggy Foster, High School 
Principal 
Mr. Ron Foster, Elementary Principal 
Mrs. Mandy Plog, Special Education 
Director 
 
PO Box 217 
911 Niobrara Avenue 
Hemingford NE  69348 
 
Phone: 308-487-3328 High School 
Phone: 308-487-3330 Elementary 
Phone: 308-487-5252 Distance Learning 
Fax:     308-487-5215 
 

Check out our Website: 

http://www.hemingford

schools.org 

Hemingford Public School District #10 will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, col-
or, national origin, religion, sex, disability, 
or marital status in admission or access to, 
or treatment or employment in its pro-
grams and activities 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 

The Superintendent of schools is authorized by 
the Board of Education to close public schools in 
case of severe weather. The Superintendent’s 
will notify local news media when inclement 
weather warrants such action. The information 
is broadcast regularly by radio stations, (KCOW AM 
1400, KQ 106 & 97.5 FM, KMOR 92.9 FM), our web site 
(www.hemingfordschools.org), and Mobius web site 
(www.bbc.net ). 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  

 
COMMUNICATION SOURCES 

In an effort to maintain all possible communication links, Hemingford 
Public Schools will offer numerous ways for parents, students, commu-
nity members and all other interested citizens to stay abreast of happen-
ings at the schools. Some ways to communicate are: Hemingford Public 
Schools Website 
http://www.heminqfordschools.org 
 
Hemingford Ledger - Important information is posted in the Briefs. 
Sports info and other needed school info can be found here as well. 
 
Monthly newsletter - Mailed to every patron in the district each month. 
Also can be found on the webpage. 
Notices sent home with students 
Information sent home with reports 
cards. 
 
Phone calls to students’ homes when 
necessary. 
 
PowerSchool for attendance, grades 
and other notes to students and par-
ents found on the Hemingford 
Schools webpage. 

If you have not been contacted by “School 
Messenger” our web based calling system to alert 
parents of school cancellations, late starts or any 
other events, please contact the school.  You 
may have changed phone numbers, or 
disconnected numbers the school is unaware of.  
Also, if you don’t want to be contacted please 
notify us so we can take you off of the calling list.  
Please call the school of any changes at 487-
3330. 

SCHOOL MESSENGER 

Web-Email Lunch Account System 

Access your current account information 
online-at www.hemingford schools.org 
and click the button on the right labeled 
“What’s for Lunch”. 

Our mission at Hemingford Public 
Schools is to cooperatively work with 
the community to provide our youth a 
safe and healthy learning environment 
for all students.  Our school district and 
staff are committed to provide and pro-
mote opportunities for high academic 
achievement, capitalizing on student 
career interests and aptitudes, with a 
purpose to encourage student involve-
ment and accomplishments in order to 
prepare accountable, responsible, self-
disciplined, successful citizens in an 
ever-changing, global society. 







 
Hemingford Public Schools 

Breakfast Menu 

December 2011  Milk is served with all meals 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
   1 

FRENCH 
TOAST 
STICKS 
Fruit or Juice 

2 
BREAKFAST 
PIZZA 
Fruit or Juice 

5 
CEREAL 
Fruit or Juice 
 

6 
PANCAKES 
Fruit or Juice 

7 
BREAKFAST 
PIZZA  
Fruit or Juice 

8 
OMELET 
Tater Tots  
Fruit or Juice 

9 
CINNAMON 
ROLL 
Fruit or Juice 

12 
CEREAL 
Fruit or Juice 

13 
BREAKFAST 
BURRITO 
Fruit or Juice 

14 
CEREAL 
Fruit or Juice 

15 
PANCAKE & 
SAUSAGE on a 
STICK 
Fruit or Juice 

16 
BREAKFAST 
PIZZA 
Fruit or Juice 

19 
CEREAL 
Fruit or Juice 

20 
SAUSAGE 
GRAVY/ 
Biscuit 
Fruit or Juice 

21 
BREAKFAST  
PIZZA 
Fruit or Juice 

22 23 

26 
 
 

27 28 29 30 

Menus are subject to change 
This facility is operated in accordance with U.S. Department of Agriculture policy which does not permit discrimination because of race, color, sex, age, handicap, 
or national origin.  More information may be obtained here or from the Office of Equal Opportunity, USDA, Washington, D.C.  20250.  Any person who believes 
that he or she has been discriminated against in any USDA‐ related activity should write immediately to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.  20250. 

The Hemingford Public School provides lunches in accordance with the National School Lunch Program. 
The cost of a breakfast is as follows: PreK-12  - $1.15    Adult Breakfast  - $1.65 

The cost of a lunch is as follows:   PreK - 6  Lunch   -  $1.65 7 - 12 Lunch   -  $1.95 Adult Lunch    -  $2.75 

 



 
Hemingford Public Schools 

Lunch Menu 

December 2011  Milk is served with all meals 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
   1 

CHILI 
Carrots & Celery 
Applesauce 
Cinnamon Roll 
SALAD BAR& 
Bean & Bacon 
       Soup 

2 
FRITO PIE 
Mixed Veg. 
Fruit Cocktail 
Roll & Butter 
SALAD BAR 

5 
TACOBURGER 
Refried Beans 
Cherries 
Cookie Cake 
SALAD BAR 

6 
CHICKEN 
STRIPS 
Carrots 
Fresh Fruit 
Roll & Butter 
SALAD BAR& 
Minestrone Soup 

7 
CRISPITO 
Green Beans 
Fruit Cocktail 
Roll & Butter 
SALAD BAR 

8 
HAMBURGER 
French Fries 
Pineapple 
Dill Slices 
SALAD BAR & 
Chicken Noodle 
Soup 

9 
PIZZA 
Peas 
Pears 
Pudding 
SALAD BAR 

12 
CHICKEN 
FRIED STEAK 
Mashed Potatoes 
Peaches 
Roll & Butter 
SALAD BAR 

13 
BOBCAT TACO 
Lettuce Salad 
Fruit Cocktail 
Roll & Butter 
SALAD BAR & 
Chicken Rice 
Soup 

14 
SPAGHETTI 
Coleslaw 
Pears 
Garlic Bread 
SALAD BAR 

15 
CHICKEN 
SAND. 
Corn 
Applesauce 
Dill Spear 
SALAD BAR & 
Turkey Noodle 

16 
GRILLED  
CHEESE 
Green Beans 
Pineapple 
Tomato Soup 
SALAD BAR 

19 
BURRITO 
Lettuce Salad 
Pears 
Roll & Butter 
SALAD BAR 

20 
MAC&CHEESE 
Green Beans 
Fresh Fruit 
Roll & Butter 
SALAD BAR & 
Beef Noodle  

21 
CHICKEN 
NUGGETS 
Mashed Potatoes 
Peaches 
Roll & Butter 
NO SALAD BAR 

22 23 

26 
 
 

27 28 29 30 

Menus are subject to change 
This facility is operated in accordance with U.S. Department of Agriculture policy which does not permit discrimination because of race, color, sex, age, handicap, 
or national origin.  More information may be obtained here or from the Office of Equal Opportunity, USDA, Washington, D.C.  20250.  Any person who believes 
that he or she has been discriminated against in any USDA‐ related activity should write immediately to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.  20250. 

The Hemingford Public School provides lunches in accordance with the National School Lunch Program. 
The cost of a breakfast is as follows: PreK-12  - $1.15    Adult Breakfast  - $1.65 

The cost of a lunch is as follows:   PreK - 6  Lunch   -  $1.65 7 - 12 Lunch   -  $1.95 Adult Lunch    -  $2.75 
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